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It Is Finished

BY DAVID WOETZEL, B.S. |
TUESDAY, JULY 08, 2003

"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross"” (Colossians 2:14).

The "handwriting of ordinances" described in our text above is the Greek word
cheirographon. It was a legal document of the Roman empire that signified an
obligation that must be paid. If an individual borrowed money or owed taxes, a
document would be drawn up that would formalize his debt. When the debt was
paid off, a magistrate would write across this, cheirographon, Tetelestai, or
*finished." Similarly if someone were guilty of a crime, this "handwriting of
ordinances" would be prepared to document their offense and the sentence. This
document would be nailed above the cell for all to read. If one was sold into slavery,
his master would hold the cheirographon. Only in the event that a redeemer
appeared to buy the slave out of bondage would the document be canceled.

Paul used this familiar term to describe the condemnation of the law hanging over
every person. This handwriting of ordinances describes our multiplied failures to
live up to the obligations of the law and our just condemnation to eternity apart from
God. Yet God ". . . hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him" (Il Corinthians 5:21). Once Jesus had
borne the entire judgment for sin and completed the task of our redemption, He
requested a drink and made one final proclamation. "When Jesus therefore had
received the vinegar, He said, It is finished | Tetelesta|: and He bowed His head,
and gave up the ghost" (John 19:30). Upon proclaiming "Tetelesta" Christ had
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legally paid our debt and provided us with the choice to accept His payment of our

obligation. The cheirographon is nailed to the cross and by faith we become free of

its power. DW
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NEWS

Neanderthal Crab Bake

The evolutionary science community said it perfectly in their
headlines: “Proof that Neanderthals ate crabs is another 'nail in the
coffin'...

BY: FRANK SHERWIN, D.SC. (HON.)

CREATION PODCAST

Is There Any Truth to Dragon Legends? | The
Creation Podcast:...

Dragons are considered by many to be made-up creatures in
fairytales and legends, but our ancestors produced many
descriptions and depictions of "dragons,"...

BY: STAFF WRITER

NEWS

Our Sun, Finely Tuned for Life on Earth

Aside from appreciating the splendor of the sun during a beautiful
sunrise or sunset, many rarely consider how special, necessary,
and finely tuned...

BY: JONATHAN K. CORRADO, PH.D., P. E.

NEWS

March 2023 ICR Wallpaper

"Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; Sing praises on the harp to our
God, Who covers the heavens with clouds, Who prepares rain for
the earth, Who...

BY: STAFF WRITER
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